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Rawlins, W. T., Oct. 3, 1879.

Up to half-post ten o'clock this evening no

intelligence from the Thoruburgli command hus
* been received. The awful silence at the front

indicates that the worst maybe expected, and
people here acqnainted with the Indian characterare awaiting with a great dread news

from the agency.
j Settlers who passed tho Mcrritt command todayreport that he intended to reach the camp

- of Lieutenant Price on Fortification Creek,
ninety miles from Rawlins, to-night. This was

the supply camp of the Tliornburgh expedition,
whore Price and thirty men were left with sub.
aistenco stores. If Merritt reaches there tonightwo will know tho fate of this purt of the
Unfortunate command to-morrow.

1MOVKMKNT OK TROOKS.
»The troops which have arrived here up to this
time have all been pushed to the front. The
following troops have been ordered hero and
are now en route:.Onecompany of cavalry from

* Fort Fettennun, one company of cavalry from
Camp Robinson; six companies of cavulry and
two ofinfontry from Fort McKinney. All the

% transportation of the department of the Platte,
including paok trains, are moving toward this
place. "* '<

,

General Crook is expected here to-morrow to
<* take command. Mi^jor Honrke, of his stuff, arrivedat an early hous this moruiug, and has

gone with the reinforcements to join Mcrritt.
t GOKE TO THE KOHT.

Captain Vroom, of Company F, Third cavalry,110 men, and 120 men of the Fourteenth
'

infantry, under the command of Mujor llryont,
with forty pack mules uud twenty wagons,
moved this morning.
The mail courier urrived this morning front

flnnl'n Pi, ..- ..... -l.
..., V4, MUK uuu uu uitvuj^rniu llillil eiuutll

j t of that point. Tliu carrier who brings the xuail
to that place failed to make the connectinu.
SETTLERS' ESTIMATE OF TUB UTE STRENGTH.
The Utcs have been making purchase of ammi u i it ion from traders in their vicinity for tho

past three mouths aud are in condition to give
battle to tho Merritt command. It is estimatedby settlers who live near tho agency
and liuvo come in that tlioy have
from twelve to fifteen hundred wurriors, tliey
having congregated there from the other two

^ Ute agencies. A man who escaped when tho
Gordon wagon train was captured and burned,
Bays that the Utes told him two days before
the Thoruburgh tight thut theydid not intend to
molest citizens but would kill all solidicrs who
came to remove them from the reservation, tuey

(believing that the Thoruburgh coinuiuud hud
been sent for that purpose.

TR001*H THAT HAVE GONE.

The following troops, with trnns|M>rtation,
have left here up to this time for Mcjritt's command:.GeneralMerritt, commanding expedition; Lieutenant Compton, Major Sumner,
Lieutenants Sweet, Hall ami Weir, of Merritt's
stall; Lieutenants llourke wild Schuyler, of General

Crook's stall; 1 »r. Dewitt and one assistant
j »

*

of the uiedicai stall; four companies of the Fifth
oavuIpv nitu /inniTtiitiv nf lt1nn»tfK J.

from Fort Kitsscll; four companies of tlio
, Fourth infantry from Fort Sunders; ouo comI

puny of the Fifth cavalry; one com puny of the
Tliii(1 cavalry from Fort licPhcreon and four

» compuuica of the Fourteenth infantry from
Cuuip Douglass.
Captain Jumea Gilliss, depot quartermasterat Choyeuuo, ims arrivod and assumed

charge of that department. Six companies
of the Seventh infantry, from St. Paul,

t left Omulm yesterday, and will arrive
here to-uight. Morritt haa nix days' half forage
with him. Forty thousand pounds of grain and
subsistence stores aturtcd for his command this

\ ' morning.
k VO NEWS FROM DODUE'b COLORED COMMAND

kA OENE1UL 1IEL1EF THAT IT HAS BEEN

MWIPED OUT.THE L.\8T LETTEH FROM

I MEEKER'S FAMILT.KNIIKE CONFIDENCE EX-

I PHE8SKD.

li [in TXLEORAPQ TO THE HERALD. J
Denver, Col., Oct. 3, 1870.

w Advices from Georgetown, received to-night,
/ report that the eoacli from .Middle Park arrived

on time and cam* through unmolested. Thu
I Utes have tired the titnlcr all along the

NEW l'O!
Rabbit Ear range and northern boundary of

Middle Park.
The whereabouts of Dodge's colored command,which left Hot Sulphur Springs, iu

Middle Park, for the agency last Friday, is still
unknown. The opinion of the Park people is

thut the company has been wiped out by
Indians.
Couriers were sent forward from Georgetown

to-day to useertaiu the public sentiment, w hich
here is strongly in favor of a State campaign.
The State companies are on the alert for
orders to move. To-night Governor Pitkin receiveda telegram for a thousand rounds of

needle-gun cartridges from the Pitkin Guards,
in Auray county, which is near the location of
the Uncoiupuhgre L'utes,and the telegram would
seem to indicate trouble.

Tin: l.AsT LKTTfctt FUO.M MKKKEE.

A telegram from Greeley, Meeker's home, says
a letter from Meeker's family was received
there last night, written Sunday night,
postmarked Monday. They say "all aro well
and us safe as von arn in Grce-

ley. No Indians liav© removed tlieir
women and childreu." Thia letter was

written tlio day alter the light and does not

agree with the scout's version of affairs at the

agency. The opiniou hero ia that Meeker and
all the agency people are killed.

arrival or general crook at omaha.great

activity ik the movement of troops.

the general's views on the outbreak

and the situation of payne's command.

[by telegraph to the herald.]
Quaha, Neb., Oct. 3,1879.

General Crook, commanding this department,
returned from Chicago thia morning, where, in

company with General Sheridan, he has been

planning the Indian campaign against the Utes
in Colorado. Immediately on his return he proceededto Fort Omaha and the department corral,and a multitude of orders regarding the
movements of troops and concentration of supplics'atKnwlins were issued. The most importanfofthese orders instructs throe companies of
the Sixth cavalry, now en twite from Rock Creek
to MeKiuney, to return and proceed to Rawlins,
while three companies now at McKinney are

also ordered to Rawlins, together with two comIkanies
of infantry. These troops, your correspondentwan informed at headquarters, will

he sent ut once into the held to make the campaign"short, sharp and decisive," and to punish
the Indians. The amount of telegraphing

which lias been necessary at this point to perfect
arrangements for this campaign has been simplyenormous. All appearances indicate that
the government has 011 liaud an undertaking of
no mean dimensions. Genertd Crook will leave
for Rawlins at noon to-morrow to conduct the

campaign in pcrsyn. Both his aides, LieutenantsJohn G. Bourke and Walter S. Schuyler,
ure already on the ground.

PROSPECTS OK THE BELEAGUERED TROOPS.

A despatch was receded here last night from
Rawlins which stated that u ranchman hud arrivedfrom a point in the neighborhood of the

position occupied by Ttiornburgh's command.
This man states that on the morning following
the day of Thornburgli's death rapid and continuoustiring was heard in the direction he had
chosen. The ranchman hurried from the country,and us no couriers have yet come many believeThornburgli's command is wiped out. A

prominent officer at headquarters of many
years' experience in Indian campaigns still
luuintuius that the command will, judging from
the information received und the Indians' known
method of lighting, hold their position until Merritt

reaches them. With wagons, dead horses
and earthworks, which could be thrown up iu
the night, and which the command certainly had,
no old officer will admit that they are not yet
sale. With General Merlin's known dash and

vigor it is believed he will reach them to-night,
as he arranged to travel continuously, und will
make one stop of about two hours, removing
suddles and harnesses to allow the mules to roll
and secure water. It is believed the tirst information,unless by courier, from Cuptain Payne's
uonimuud will be received at headquarters on

Sunday.
The two compauies of infantry stationed at

Fort Oiuuhu have not yet been oidered out,
though, according to the officers' talk, they are

simply held to relievo other companies in the
winter campaign, which is believed certain.

INTERVIEW WITH GENERAL CROOK.

Your coi respondent found Gcncrul Crook sittingin front of tho Witliucll House to-night,
looking careworn mid sad. lie said lie had no

litter information from Thorn burgh's eoiuinitnd
and no reason to believe it hud been massacred.
The Arupuhocs were up north uud no more

with tho Utes than lie was himself, lie consideredit by 110 lncuus certain that Meeker
und his friends ure wiped out. If they
had gained the block house a few
whiten could head off any number of Iudiaus
with arms and iiuiuiuiiiliou. The Indiuus never

attack w here they are certain to lose some of
their number, unless they have more at stake
than in this ease. Ho believed the only Indiuns
interested in this outbreak ure the Wliitef River
Utes, numbering SOO, of which perhaps 300
are lighting men. The concentration of a largo
body of troops at Rawlins would be necessary
to protect that part of Colorado. If only HK>
hostile lltcs were out It would be necessary to
follow them up and secure theui to render the
frontier sale.

Upon being asked if the withdrawal of such
large bodies of troops from tlie Northern posts
was not somewhat l'isky, Uoueral Crook said
if tho Indians were iu the mood for an outbreaktho presence of a few companies made
little difference, though there is no danger at

present of an outbreak of Indians at any northern

point. ^ lie had never informed himself particularlyin regard to tho nature of tho Utcs,
tlicy not being in bis department.
Friends of Captain l'nul Viuidervoort, of tliis

city, chief clerk of tlio railway mail sorvioo,
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who is with General Tyner's party, are in re- c

U

ceipt of iiit'oruiatiou which assures the salety 1
, ,

1
of tlio entire party. i i

c

NO NEWS FROM TUB FRONT.ORIGIN OF TUB t
OUTBREAK AND THE RESPONSIBILITY.THORN- J
BUUoa's ORDERS.ACTION OF TtiE INDIAN i

OFFICE.GENERAL SHERIDAN ON OUR INDIAN r

WARS AND THEIR CAUSES.GENERAL POPE* S t
REPORT. s

[BY TELEGRAPH TO THE HERALD. 1 t

Washington, Oct. 3, 1879. A
Up to midnight there has been nothing received at A

the War or Interior department* from the Uttu coun- v

try. Xho opinion is that there will be no news belore ij

Sunday. Fears are entertained for the safety of tne

company of the luth cavalry, under the
command of l<ientenant Dodge, which had 9
been engugod In breaking up the Indian a

stores and driving the wandering Indians t
back to the agency. At the Interior Department tho t
officials are bnsy to-night scheduling all the docu- d
juvuia iiuu luuura uuarui^ upuii uiu uiikua^i-iiiuut u* "

tho Uto Indians. Secretary Hchurz will arrive to- a

morrow, aud it la understood liu will at onco pro- u

paro a statement showing tliat tlio outbroak wan uu- 11

provokod ao lar as tho conduct of his do- A

partmout is concerned. Tho attempt by the i
civil authorities of Colorado to arrest Indians 1
upon their reservation, it is understood, will boas i;
signed as ouo of tho reasons lor embittering the a

Utes against the government authority. This, in f
connection with tho invasion of tho reservation by 1
prospectors and others, the attempt to introduce o

agricultural pursuits and the failure of Congress to t
make tho special appropriations for the payment of t
lauds taken from tho Utes, will be assigned as prob- t
able cause for the recent outbreak. s

AT TH£ INDIAN Ot'b'KIX. ^
At tbe Indian Oihce much anxiety is felt for tho 1

safety of Agent Meeker and the other whites at tho d

agency, respecting whom nothing has yet been t
heard. In alluding to tho efforts which have been t
made to create the impression that the outbroak a

was in a degree owing to tbe failure of the Indian t

Office to act tiDon certain reports which wero for- 8
warded by tho War Department to this bureau it i
was stated that every item of Information had been c

promptly taken up and the necessary steps taken to o

prevent as far as possible an outbreak. The *

first intimation received of any trouble among
the Utes was on July 5 Inst, when General 1'itkiu,
of Colorado, telegraphed the acting commissioner,
in which he quotea from a letter of Indian Agent J
Meeker, dated July 2. then just received, and con- i

tiuues^
lie asks me to appeal to the military, and says that £Major Thoruburgn, the commander at Fort Steele, ,

pays no attention to his repeated requests to keep
tho Indians where they belong. He suys tiiat Chief ,Douglas has sent scouting parties to recall his
bunds. I have no information whether they have ,
gtar led home or not. The Utes have burned more ;
timber in the lent few weeks than the white settlers
had cut in twenty years. 1

Agent Meeker had also advised the Indian Office a

that the Indians had left their reservation and were 11
fburning large tracts of timber in the North and Mid- ,

die Parks. \
ACTION OP THE INDIAN OFFICE. t

On July 9, Commissioner Uuyt telegraphed Gov- "

ornor Pitkin that tho War Department hud been re- .

quested to send troops to bring the Utes back to \

their reservation. Ou July 7, a telegram was sent to "

Agent Meeker to take immodiuto steps to secure the
return of tho Indians to their reservation, and
that, under tho direction of the Secretary 1

of the Interior, he was authorized to
call on tho military forcos for assistance
if ho (ound such aid necessary. Tho earliest report t
on this question received from the War Department ^
was on August 15, and its general tenor was more j
calculated to produce tho impressiou that tho trou- a

ble had been overestimated by the Indian Bureau, 11

rather than to suggest impending dangers of a seri- c
ous outbreak. It was woll known by tho Bureau i
that the Indians had roused the Ire of settlors iu j;
mauy instances by the destruction of their t

property by tho ilrcs kindled to drive the game 1
to some particular spot and that serious
threats had been made. Tho communication
from the War Department, received August
15, coutainod a number of aoports which exonerated 1

the Indians, and slated that though they had killed
a largo quantity or game it was not believed tliut

tliey liau kindled tUo forest firon. In the face of 1
these statements, however, tho Commissioner roc
coivod a letter from Mr. J. 11. Thompson, who re- .1
sides In the vioiuit.v of Middle Park, stating that the 0

Utes were burning timber and property noar him
and threatening to burn his proporty. I

APPEAL TO TUB STATE ACTHOH1TIE8.

Again, on tho 13th of August. Thompson com- j
plained of further depredations, and ad- c

vised the Department that he proposed to
ascertain If those Indians wore not amen-

"

able to the State laws. It is stated that c

Thompson was advised that the State Courts had 110 0

jurisdiction in tho reservations, but that an effort j,
would bo made to scctiro the ideiitlilcatlon and nr- c

rust of Indians, iu which eveut they would bo
turned over to the civil authorities for punishment.Iustructions to this eud were sent to Agent
Meeker. It is kuowu that Thompson, with a Sheriff e

and posse went to the agency to make the arrests, d
but could not find the Indians complained of. Sub- t.

sequently another communication was received 1'

from Thompson, in which he complained of tho
view taken of tho damage dono to bis property by
the Indian Bureau. His letter closod with the followingsignificant language:.
Unless the department takes immediate steps to

punish the Indians who have destroyed my property tand attempted to burn my bouse I will take such
steps in tho matter as will attract immediate alien- ,
tiou. i [

It is believed that the efforts of Thompson and a

other settlers to secure the punishment of tlieso '

Indians was tho prime cause of the outbreak which
(

the Indian Office and the War Department had used d
their utmost exertions to prevent. j c

OOUlUCSPUXDENCE UlCOAKDLNO THE MATl'KU. )
Iu this connection the tollowing correspondence s

is furnished by tbo Interior Dcpurtment, copies of 1'
which wore not received by the Acting Secretary of {|
Liio invoriur uui.it yu«tt*rumy .. v

STATR Or COLORADO, I I1
EXECUTIVK llKl'AIUXIKVr. J {!1>XMVKU, Sept. Hi, ) j]Major Oonoral John Torr, Fort Leavenworth, Kan.:. "

Mv Ur.Aii Nih.1 liavu tho honor to encloac herewithacommunication from N. c. Mocker, Indian (l

agent at tin. Will to ltivor agency, in which lie details
the tooling* of tho UtcH at that point, and desires 11

ma to confer with you for the purpose of aecuriug rl

at least otic hiiutiri'd troope tor tho protection c(

of tho ugcugy. 1 also enclose ltorowith a ,v

copy of a letter Jutf received by Major J.
If. Thompson, special agent of the General Laud k

Oflloe, in charge of the government timber of tho »}
Stain from J. it. bonahlHoii. Hiiperiuiendent of tho 1
International Mining Company at iiana i'eak, in ''

ltouiot county, detailing what he knowa in relation °

to the loreat llrcs now burning in that locality.
I received yeatertlay your despatch advising mo

that a company of cavalry had been ordered to pro- K

eeod at once to tno White lllver agency. Your lettor, tl

concerning tho dlspoaitiou of the Utca, I preaumo "

will roach me to-day.
FREDERICK W. PITKIN. Oovrmor,

I'luted States Indian Service, tl
White lllver Agency, Col., Sopt. 10, 1S7U. N

[Hore follow* a copy of Agcut Mocker's letter, in *;
which he dotaila tho chjectlon* of the Indian* to Ida n
ploughing and tho fact that cue of hi* ploughmen u

had been »hot at, alroady published in tho llkiiALU.] ''

THK IM1I KMT rtHKS. J I

INTRANATIONAL ('AMI', HAN* I'KAK, I Ol
Rouett county, Col., Sept. 111. Is71». J si

Jamki U. Thompson, Special Agent General Land ii
Ofllco:. w
liKAii Mill.Your favor of the (itIi la received. Tho rt.

forest lire that began near Maud Mountain* early in ha
Mnv lust Ii a* I.acii burniuu ever adieu and has n<

finally cn I nt Hutted, after sweeping over all that 01
auction i>( country, iu a grand attack It
on our mining property on String Hulgo, awoepiug 1,1
all butore it uml ctunlDK u« very serious expenao to o<

keep It out of thia catnp. Boalnoa, It la now nw p- tl
ing ererythjug before It along the Hue of our wren- 1*
teen miiu ditch, on wliieh wo hnvo auroral inilca of lr
Homing. The lire la au hot nuil the aiuokn ia ao 01
<Ihii»o that wu cannot reach uiany of our tlunioN to th
Know at preaeut how luany of them are do- w

atroyed. ll any ur« loft It will bo nothing abort an

of a miracle. Thousands of aciea have been In
burned over, and who can nay when it will ac

atop. Our aawinlll and timber, 1 think, may go uu- tu
leaa we not rain or auow within the next three ilnya. on
We keep men night and day battling it where wu tu
can. but man is almost powerless again at aucu a do- th
atructive element when once act in motion. Frank lit
Huiiuau naked the Utca wliun ho waa oil Snake Hirer d)
why they act the timber 011 tire in our aectlon, and an
they replied:."Iu ordur that their poiilea could ex
truxol; now too lunch timber." Jim Maker, the to
acout who llrea on Snake Hirer, war out with a ov
surveying party and says tho lltca atartcd a lire lu do
the timber iu two different piaoea not lar lrom their It
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amp. I ain not acquainted with any of the Dtew.
Jul of course they will not converse with u stranger.
)ut I do know tlioy were iu our vicinity when those
Ires were started in tho spring and thoro had been
10 hunters arouud or »u should havo known it be-
ansa tho raining camps are tholr market for meat.
About tho quantity of tituber and grazing land

iiirnod over i cannot give it iu acres, but it is imuouae.It can only bo measured by miios. and at
his date i- growing inure tierce every day. Nothing
tow can stop it but a storm of ram or snow. Very
espec fully. J. it. DONALDSON, Superintendent.
OlUcial copies of tlioso papers wore forwarded to
ho Assistant Adjutant General on (icnoral Sheridan's
tall for his inturmatiou by cioueral Pope, and by
ieuoral Sheridan to tho Adjutant General of tho
iruiy, under date of September -20 and September 'J5.
is airoady said it was not until yesterday that copies
rero received at tho Interior front tho War Depart-
mint. '

MAJOlt TUOltKBUiUiH'S OiiDKltS. I
All of the accounts received of the progress of j

lujor Thomburgh toward the White ltivur Agency >

urea iu saying that at the critical moment, when 1

lie danger of attach wan inevitable, he wan advised j
o act promptly and repel the approaching In- t
liaus. llo ia quoted aa saying that his 1

irdora wuro such that ho could not order 1

u attack without subjecting himself to a court
iiartial iu tlio event he should survive tho enirugo-
iiont which was certain to follow. Ufliccrs of tho
idjutaut Geursal's liuroau have searched the records
u vain to tiud any orders emanating from the War
)epartiaeut that would have warranted any such
ustruut.ous. On tho 15th of September the oflicial
pplication was made by the Interior Department
or troops, which resulted in tho sending of Major
.'horuburgli with three companies of cavalry* mid one

>f intantry to the White Itivcr Agency. The Ailju-
ant General telegraphed a verbatim copy of tho let-
er received from tne Acting Secretary of tho Iuoriorto General Sheridan, who comiuuincatcd tho
mnc, through his Assistant Adjutant General,
Vlnpplo, to General Pope, commanding the
department of the Missouri. When the or-

ler reached General Pope he knew that
hero must bo Borne mistake about it, as

ho forco under him was too reiuoto from tho
goucy to bo ell'octivo, if immediato action was to be
altcii. IIo at ouco returned the order to General
iheridau, who sent it to General Crook, coinmandngtho Department of tho Platte, and whose forces
outd bo rapidly concentrated at Fort Steele. What
irttars General Crook guve Major Thornburgh are
inlrtKiurn fry f lui VVnr DAnnrhnitnt.

UENEIUX. OUWCllS U1VKN. <

Adjutant General Towusend says:.
Of late years it lian been tho general order of tlie

)cpartmunt in sending out special expeditions to
autiun tlie oUlcers against proeipHating an eugagcuontwitli the roaming Indians. Tho nature of the
ndlHn is such that he is provoked at tlie slightest
ixliibitiou of force, and when a military expedition
ihallunget) the warlike proclivities of the
ndiaii it invariably follows that the War
lepsrtmout has an Indiun war on its
lauds, lieuce the abundance of cadtiou urged upon
dl olllccrs hot to llru upon Indians merely because
hey are tound away from their agency or off their
'eaervatiou. in this case Major Tliornburgh ap>earsto liuvc acted as a cautious, obedient officer
vould. His instructions were to proceed to tho
igoncy. Ho had already met a number of the chiefs,
indi irom all ho saw, lie hud hardly any reason
or supposing that the Utes intended hostile acts
mtil he was face to face with the danger, besides,
ve havo but one statement that Major Thornburgh
lid not feel justiUed in acting as a prudent officer
mould have done under the circumstances. It is
.ho fate of our army to be put in dangerous places,
iu»l I tliiuk the general sentiment of the public is
vitli us in doing all wo can to avoid unnecessary
lacrilico of life.

the ltEQUKST vou xuo0ps.
Tho following is the letter of Acting Secretary

iell which was telegraphed to General Sheridan:.
DtrAiiTxiENT or the Ixtkiiior, Sept. 15,1879.

[Tie Honorable secretary ok W.ui:. <

Sik.I have tlio honor to invite your attention to <

ho enclosed copy ot a letter of thin date from tlio <

fomniissiouur of Indian Allaire, witu enclosure J
herein noted in relation to inaubordiuatiou of tho
ndiaus at White ltiver Agency, Col., in assaulting
md driving the uguut, N. U. Meeker, from his
igoucy. In view of tile etato of affairs in said agency, t
,s communicated, 1 ruspoctlully request that tho
oinmanduut of tho nearest military poet may bo
ustrncted by telegraph to detail a sufficient guard
or the arrest ot auch of the Indiana as may be
ouud implicated tu the disturbance, and that the
iuglcaders be held as prisoners until tho matter has
icon thoroughly investigated. Very respectfully,

A. lit:LI.. Acting Secretary.
LETTER OF THE COMMISSION Ull.

The letter of tne Commissioner of Indian Affairs
ipou which the above was predicated is as follows:.

DEPARTMENT OK 1UK INTERIOR, )Ukkice ok Indian Akkaibs, jWashington, Sept. 13, 1»7'J. )
riio Honorable the.Secretary ok the Intkiuou:.
Silt.I have the honor to trausuiil herewith copy

if a telegram, dated llith inst., from United Stutus
tgeut N. C. Meeker, ot tho White liivor Agency, Colirudo,who states that ho has been assaulted by u

eadlng Indian chief named Johnson, forced
rout his house and badly injured, but was rescued
ty his employes, and that they are in danger of
oHing their lives and request protection. I respectuilyrecommuud that tho matter be rulorrod to the
ionorablo Secretary of War, with the request that ho
ause the necesaary orders to issue tu the comuiaulautof the nearest military post to the
geiicy to detail a sufficient numbtr of
ruops to arrest such Indiau chiefs as arc lusubrdinateand enforce obedience to the requirements
f the agent and afford him auch protection as the
xigeucy of tho case requires; also that the ringtiuderabe held as prisoners until an investigation
an bo had. Very reapectiully,

K. J. iillOOhS, Acting Coinmisaiouer.
CIENEEAi. sheridan's report.

General Sheridan, in his last annual report to GouralSherman, alludes to the insignificant forco unorliis command to carry out the Indian policy of
uo government. After describing the area of torri.
ury over which they have been allowed to roam,
he prodigal provision of uuture in creating vast
erds of lluffalo. with oik, antelope, deer and other
irge game, ho says:.
This thus brlelly statod was their condition in
his vast extent ot couutry about ten years ago, and
his was good enough lor and satisfied the wauts of 1
he savage, while constant feuos among themselves
live thoui active occupation, as war was their only
rolession and thoy disdained work. They believed
li.S ml tlin rei/iou 1 have described liclnnccil t,i t Ii..tn
lid our lmhun policy u< know lodged their right to
lie couutry uud wli.it it contained. Hut. uius fur
lit; poor savage! along came tliu niueUVnth century
.regress, or whatever it may bo culled, to
isturb their happy condition. The white nioii
row uud on to the ground* of the Indiana a.id made
ucroachmeuU on hia rights, which no government
ould atop. Our liundiul of aoldicra wiu at ttrst
out to protect the Indiana, but atlch attempts weru
owerlesa. The government uunle treaties, gavo
resents, niudo promise*. none of which wero
on. aliy lu hilled, and, like all original treaties
ritll Indiana in this country, they were the
rat steps in the process of devi lopiglioatiiitioa. The Indian becaiuo jealous,
[o inude in hia auuplicity blind barguiiiH.
[o began to see his lands wrested from lua poasealOU,Ida herda ot liilUalo, whicli he believed the
reut spirit hud given linn, rapidly dliutnish, the
ik, deer and antelope killed tor the market by
iu nportauiuu and wuieiy acattered by both, and his r
ado nature, alike to civiliaud nature under similar
juditioua, naturally rebelled. He commenced war,
ur as lie had been accustomed to make it, and men,
onion nod children, intruders upon his ami, wero
died, 110 ditlereuco being made between tho
inoceut or guilty, the armed ur unarmed,
he government followed up thesn acta of
oatility with an .iruiy too atuall to intiiuiduio or
inn uuuiall, and alter years ot struggle the Indians
iiiih of the I'aciti. Kailroad and down to tho Uulf
r Mexico, including tho Cheyenne*, Arapahoes and
towas ami Comum hes. Were forced ou to rescrvaoilsut Forts siil and lteuo in tliu Indian Territory
y tliu cuuktaut hauiuiurlug of au Inadequate force.

KMrinc'e itKsumjcM maiich.
Only a breathing spell Intervened wiion the same
de of restless emigration was altroctod to tlie
ortliweat. 'The liiuck Hills eontaiued gold; tho
ilteysot tho riouiu Cheyenne, liellu Koiircbo and
eliowaloue and along the eastern slope of tho llig
orn Mountains invited tho agriculturist while tliu
ppcr table laud country presented the liuest graaigranges in iho world. The northern herd of
11 fl'.t I. 11 111 1 tiltfiilieil lllioll tile111 lor llllu.lr.'.li of

mi-k .nut it wan too much for tlio wuvo A
emigration to withstand and tli« inva- i)

on of tli im country commenced. War with
to Sioux followed, and when it ended the country
a* lout to tin:*)) ludiau*. and those who did not °

i'o the country to itritish America found tiiebi- h
ilviw conttliud to u re»ervatioii embracing the
jorcst of all tine extensive region, with agencies

"

till- Missouri ltivcr, with the exception ol tlio H
ud Cloud baud of Agullallns aud the Spotted Tail r|
ind of lirulo Sioux, whose agencies arc now
l White ltivcr, Nebraska, so that In 1877 c<

id great country re erred to, which in ti
»H) belonged to the Indiana aud extended 0
out tile line of the llritish possession*
i the north, and almost to tin- Ouit of Mexico ou
ie KOilth, liuit passed into the hands of the whitoa n
itli the exceptions ot tlio limited reservations u
signod to the Indiana, and witli no coiii|ienaatioii
ijroinl tlio prounse ot religious instruction, r

lioola, supplies oi tood aud rlothlug and an oppor- ti
nitty of learning tho way* in which the white inau j,titivated tin! ground, luost of w lilcli promises iiavo
vi r been fuilllieu. Ill other words, we took away 11
cir country and their incaua of support, s'
oSC 111) their modes of living, introduced .

sciiaii aud decay amou |t tlicm, and It was for tins
nl against tin* tliey made war. Could any oiio ''

pci t le** 1 Then why wonder at Indian diincuh h
a? fliese war* might have boon regarded a* in- .liable, ami, llieretoro, a stilhcieut naiul>«r of solerasnout.I have been provided to u/ot them; but
waa not ilouc, aud hence the fatal results which d

E SHEET.
followed. So other nation iu the world would hare
itteUipted the reduction of these wild tribes
ind occupation of their oouutry with less
liau sixty or seventy thousand men, while
:he whole force employed and scattered over thu
mormons region never 1111 inhered fourteen th .uaau'l
uen. ami nearly one-third of thiu force has been
lontitieU to the line of the itio Grande to protect the
Wexi an frontier. The consequence uiu that every
mgagement wait a forlorn hope an wis attended
villi a lo>a of lite unparalleled in warfare. No turnerwas given hy the savages, and the officers and
lien had to enter on their duties With the moat liarjurouacruelties ataring them in the tace iu case of
lefeat.
Nor was this luislnrtuno confined to the soldier,

t extended to the settler, who was himself killed or

aine home to see his wife unU children in ordered
md his stock stolen. Such, in truth, has been tho
suutesi. on our Western trouticr during the last ten
'furs. It would have been less expensive if au army
if sixty or seventy thousand moll had been mainuiued,and, moreover, the blood of gallant others,soldiers and citizens would not have rested on
mr hands. This, then, was thu ttrst cause ot our
jidiati wars. They would have occurred no matter
.vhat euursc or policy thu government might have
idopted. We could not deprive these primitive
x'ople of their homos where they had lived in barbarouscontentment (or centuries without war. And
die only thing strange about these wars was thu
manner and means adopted by thu government to
tnuut the til.

THE Sl.l'OND CAUSE OE OUTBREAKS.
The secoud outbreak of ludiau hostilities is caused

in this way:.After he has lost his couutry and
IIuds himself compelled to remain on reservations,
Uis limits circumscribed, his opportunities of huntingabridged, his gome disappearing, sickness in his
lodge from change of lifo ana food, mid insufficiency
nf tno l itter, and this irregularly supplied, the reflectioncoming to him ot what he was and what ho
now is, while pinched by hunger, creates a
fueling of dissatisfaction which in thu absence of a

good strong lorco of soldiers starts hiiu out on the
warpath again and unarmed puoplu are killed, settlementsarc broken up, furms are abandoned and
guueral contusion exists. To prevent or even meet
the calamity which may occur we are uutiroly unprepared.for without exposing other important
points we can collect together but a few hundred
men. For instance, it Fori 3111 and vicinity to meet
the lido was, Coniuuclies, Apaches and others located
in the ludiau Territory, numbering three or four
thousand, we have not moru than three huudred
tll'octiNo men. At Fort Kuno to guard tils rheyeunes
and Arapahoes numbering tlve or six tnousaud, we
have not exceeding two hundred effective men. At
Ued Cloud Agency, where there are at least six
thousand Indians, we have only two companies, and
could not in teu days collect over live or six hundredniou. At spotted Tail's wo have only two companies.numbering 111) men, and it would take two
weeks to collect all the troops we could muster.and
they would not number more than live or six hundredeffective men.while thu Indians numbernot less than seven thousand. And
so ou at points where there aru Indians
and agencies, and at other strategical points. The
number of troops is liisiguiUcaut, and if outbreaks
acctir, as I fear they will, the consequences would be

NOT HALF ENOUGH TKOOrs.
And I desire to warn the General of the Army that

we have not half the troops required to meet these
uiticiputed troubles. Now tliat tliu game
upon which |tho Indians depend tor
their regular supply of food is gone wo
shall require a greater supply of rations
with perfect regularity in its issue, to meet the
seeds of these people, together with a strong
uid stable government, backed up by a
mfficieut number of soldiers to enforce a spirit of
ibedience and to keep these restless savages within
the limits of their reservations. *

MEASURES OF RELIEF.
It will be seen from the foregoing that it is my be-

lief that in accordance with our ideas of progress
the lirst war with Indians is inevitable and cannot
tie prevented, but that second wars aru within our
joutrol and we are responsible for theui, and that
the responsibility rests on us, ilrst from our iujudllioustreatuieutyaud second from want of a sufficient
force to control and render the Iu^iaus submissive
to authority, and 1 have no hesitation in saying
that after the first troubles, which arise iroin
taking away from the Indian this country, which he
believes to be his birthright, kind treatment, administeredwith steadiness and justice, would relieveour Western irontier of all its appalling horrorsarising from Indian outbreaks. 1 believe thut
with treatment of this kind the Indian can be roleemodand made self-supporting and in an incrediblyshort period of time, too, as compared with the
opinions usually entertained by the general public,
iml my opinions are sustained by a knowledge acjuiredfrom au intimate association with the sublectin all its phases tor the last twenty-four years.

J1KPOUX OF UKNE11AL POPE.

Following tho report of General Sheridan comoa
:hu report of General Pope, commanding tho Depart-
meut of the Missouri, in which the lite reservation
is located. By mistake the request of the lntorior
Department for troops to bo sent to the White ltiver
agency was sent by Assistant Adjutant General
Whipple at Chicago to General Pope, when it should
have been sent to Goneral Crook, commanding tho
Department of tho Platte. The agency banig in tha
very northwestern part of General Pope's department,it has been found noeessary, on the ground of
economy, to draw troops from the Departmentof the Platto when required for an

emergenoy. When tho order to send forward troops
reached General Pope he promptly sent it to GeneralCrook, and at the samo time wrote to tho War
Department that he was more than ever convinced
jt the wisdom of his recommendation/last year for
a further consolidation of the Ute agencies, and
that he should renew them in his forthcoming
report. lie says on the subject of the consolidation
jt the Ute agencies:.
The Utes are established at several agencies in

Southwestern Colorado, fur distant from and very
lilUcu.lt of communication with each other. It is,
therefore, extremely difficult to keep tho emigrants
protected against these Indians, it lias long been
my belief, una 1 have urged it upou the authorities,
that every interest, both of the ludiuu Bureau and
War Department, would be promoted by consolidatingthese several agencies into one,
and establishing the consolidated agency at
some convenient, suitable and easily accessiblelocality. If such locality could be
found bo as to be; as far as practicable, to one
side of the routes of travel into Southwestern Colorado,to which section a heavy emigration has been
setting for several yeurs, and at the same time embracea section suitable for Indian occupation, but
presenting no attractions to miners or prospectors
for gold, aud the Indians could be transferred to it
lud kept there by tho use of mixed persuasion and
force, a satisiactory settlement of difficulties with
;ho Utes would bo accomplished.

INSISTANT POSTMASTER GENERAL TYNER AND
PARTY "HAKE AND SOCND."

WASHINGTON, Oct. 3, 18*3.
Third Assistant Postmaster Guueral lla/.en received

i telegram this morning from the Postmaster at
ffbcyeuuo stutiug that General Tyuer and party are

dl sale; that they were about UK) miles from tho
ecus of the Indian battle. This afternoon the folowiugtelegram was received at the Post Office Dolarliuoiit:.

Laramie City, Wy. T. Oct. 3, 1879.
hi.din'iutiis /lo.inHul L' lev VV a ta « > r t
ustlu.tsi.u, ..

We an; lieru sate aud soil ml; liuve #ceu no Indiana
tor bad any trouble. I will be homo nuxt week.

JAMKH N. TVNKK.
Assistant i'oatmaatur Uoueial.

GENERAL TYNKli AT LARAMIE CITT.
Chkyknnk, wjt. T.. Oct. 3. IH'O.

Assistant Postmaster General iyuor and party artvedutLaramie City this morning.

UK 8CKN1! OF THE FIGHT ON MILK CHEEK.

THE ROAD FROM RAWLINS TO THK AGENCY.

POSITION OP TUB W111TK ltlVKlt PTES LAST

TEAR -A COUNCIL, WHERE THEY SAID,
"PEACE, BUT NO SOLDIERS."
In September of lust year a contmiaaion, authornodby Congress to proceed to the Ute Nation tor
ho purpoao of procuring the cession to the novcrnteutof certain lauds, vial ted Colorado. 'I he tract of
rritory decided wan that forming an ML°* Around
he San Juuu mining region, and comprised
ver a mllliou acres. To accoiupliah this it waa

ecrssary to obtain tho eouse tit of all the tribes,
lenee Mr. W. S. Stickuey.a.vcrutary to the cotutnision,and Lieutenant C. A. 11. Mcl'aulcy as escort
lid engineer, were despatched to tho White River
gency to procure the signatures of tho
idiann there. They niartod iroin Knwiilis
> a buokboard, una made tne Journey
f IS-t miles to the old agency buildiugn
i four days. In doing Huh tliey made several "tut
ITh," thus shortening and hastening tho journey,
y forced marching it In poealble that Outturn I Meritt,now on hln way to llio relief of Thnrnburgli'a
mumuid, tuny tmual thin tlnio; but with w»kou
am it will l>o ^llloult. The road in a fairly good
no for that kiud of rouutry, but in norernl plarea

luountalnH ltnvo to l>o croaned and steep dement*
lailo. An tliono familiar with tlio far Wustnru regions
ro aware, tlio roads, wltoro possible, run along tlio
iver bottoms, and an tlio latter in tlio mountain nye. mof tlio Woat aro generally cncloaod botwoou
igh hills, tho dangers of au advance through a hosiloCountry can bo appreciated. On tlio road
outli from Kawlius, tho Nnnko and lloar rlvarn
ro aucceaaivuly crossed. Fifteen tullon frotu tho
dtor William's Fork, a tributary of the Bear lttvor,
« mot. Here, WW intlon from UhwIIiih mid forty-flre
dies troni tlio White IMver Agency, .tlajor Thorn-

urgli wan vinitud in camp by a pariy of In-

iauHa hoaded by tha uialcvutant chief Col-

9

3
orow, and invited to proceed to the agency with
an escort of but ttve men. Tlioruburgh refused. remember.ugthe tate of Colonel C'auby in the Modoc
war, and in tho morning ordered an advance of all
hi* force. The road is now an ascending one and
follows tho course of the stream to the northwest tot
about three utiles. It theu trails over a
divide or high range of hills. Descending th«
csu.voit of a small brock, a locality known
as Morapi.z by the Ules, is roached, and
in the canyon of another small stream an

abrupt turn to the South occurs. This stream is a

tributary of William's Folk, and tb.wiug north is in
a beautiful canyon. Sandstone rocks w th steep
*noline rise abruptly on either side to tiiMl
feet or more. The bottom is narrow and
coudued. Leaving this stream and continuing ta
the south, after crossing a hill, the road passes to
the side of und along the base of thu sandstone clitTB.
Beyond this a high divide, with long and st ep

is jwbsuu, iuu suuiuiu ueiijg ovur Cl^Ul lUOlfl
SlUld ffcut.

MILK CUKKK CANYDS.THK VIOUT.

"Tho douceut leads directly to Milk Creek, so celled
from tlic whitish appearance of its waters. It waa

at this point that the signs of hostile Indians were

first discovered by the keen eyes of the scout, Kau«
kin, and hence tho place, which was subsequently to
be the scene of the short but disastrous combat,
merits description. At tho point where the road
crosses tho ureek is the northern line of the Ute
reservation, and twenty-five miles from the agency,
on White Kiver. Milk Creek is not more than ten
feet wide and but four inches deep. Its
border timber is a few cottouwoods. It
winds and turns, being crossed five times by
the road. The canyon through which it runs is uar-

row and tortuous and confined by steep hills, those

upon the western side rising sharply to 5<X>, 600 and
lower down, 1,000 feet. No better place for an ambuscadecould bo imagined. Keen eyes, as has been
noted, discovered the tact that hostile Indians lined
the heights along this death trap. The wagons wore

corralled, and the scout led tho advance guard,
with which was Major Thoruburgh, over a trail for
horses and light vehicles that makes a detour through
tho hills aud joins the wagon road below Milk
Oreck canyon. They had not proceedod far before
tho Indiaus discovered that the soldiers had not
marched into the trap they had laid and out of
which not one could have escaped alive. But tha
savages were ably led, and whilo one body crossed
the hills to confront Major Thornburgh another
body made a dash between him and tho wagon train.
The Indians in his front bogau firing, but fearing
the wagons would be lost, he faced about and ordereda cliaife over the road he had come. On thia
rush he fell, with thirteen of his men, twenty-five
besides being wounded. The remainder gained tha
wagon train, where they made an intrenchment out
of the wagons and tho bodies of the horses and
mules killod in the fight. There they are waiting
the help that General Morritt is hurrying forward.
Tho battle occurred on Monday. Tho rollef cannot
roach them beforo to-morrow, using the greatest ex'
podition. Can they hold out for six days?

THK UTKS A YKA.ll AOO.

From Mr. Stickney's letter to tlio Ute CowmlsBlouer8,under date of November *27, extracts srs

made below, which will throw light upon the eon*

dition of things at the White ltiver Agency a year
ago. The agency was then in Its old quarters, the
removal referred to being since accomplished.

MB. HTIOKNKY'S LETTER.
After riding in tour days about two hundred miles

we reached the White ltiver Valley and the Indian
agency. The agent, Mr. N. C. Meeker, received ua
very cordially, and introduced as to the scanty
quarters and poor fare of the agency boarding
house. Wednesday a council was convened, and, as
a result, I havo the pleasure to submit herewith the
written consent ot most of the chiefs and head*
men.viz., thtrty-fonr in nu inner, to "whatever
disposition the Capotes, Muacbcs and Weemlntxobea
may make" of the southern aud western strips ot
the reservation.

WANT PXACK.
The Indians were very friendly, and wished the

Great Father to distinctly understand that they (the
White Kiver Utcs) do not want to tight nor in any
way Incur the displeasure of the whites. In regard
to the late murder in Middle Park, they disclaim all
connection. Washington, who was present at the
murder, claims to nave auviseu mu ikuux it, Dut
bin counsel was disregarded. Plah baa nut yet returnedto the agency, if be couid bo caughi and
punished by the government authorities the effect
on the Indians would unquestionably be for the
best, and would have a tendency to prevent an early
repetition of the crime.

WKLX OFF INDIANS.
The condition oi the Wlnte ltiver Indians and tha

agricultural capacity of their country seem to ba
but little known outside of the agency and ita vicinage.The old distinction of the Ysiupa and Orand
ltiver bauds is rapidly disappearing, and they all
call themselves "White ltiver" Uten. The chief no
longer has absolute authority, but acta only in aocordancowitn the will of a majority of hla cuuia
ciilura. They aro all well oil.hardly an Indian has
less than twenty-ttvo ponies. Ail have good guns and
au abundance of ammunition. Game ia plentiful,
and the Indians are rich from their hunting. They
hunt outside the reservation, going two, three and
tour hundred miles north, preferring to keup their
own game intact until the rust is gouo. They also
own in common l,5ouheadot cattle.from whienherd
the beet is supplied. Noue of these cattle are aupposedto bo killed without tho consent ot the agent.
The White ltiver Valley is so mild and ao
well protected in winter that the herd
can graze within aixteen miles of tho
present agency during the whole season. Thia
ia the place to which ihu Honorable Commissioner ot
Indian Affairs has ordered the removal of the agency,
1 here the valley is wider, and the fall of the river
so great that irrigating ditches are being easily OOUslructod,and a tall of sixty feet for milling purposescan be secured. The agent is already breaking
up the ground, and hopes to obtain a wheat crop, at
at leant, uy next season.

un*. kakminu ool'n'tby.
The settlers uu Snake ami Boar rivers regard this

valley ah tar superior to their own and Better adapted
(or grazing and agricultural purpose* than any other
part of tins country. All seemed to concur tuat at
leant live thousand Indians could be supported there,
the agent, a professional farmer, claiming that he
can support 10,000 people in that valley and its
subsidiaries. Ho also says, "This White
Kivcr range on thn reservation la unequalled
In the West, and it possesses the great advantageof not being trespassed upon by any other
herds, a condition that diminishes the labor of herdingand reduces the losses by eatraya and stealings.
This range hus a money value of at least $50,U0d.
There Is 110 section comparable with it south of the
divide between Willie and Grand rivers." This
country scents much bettor adapted (or
cultivation thau the Uucompahgrc Valley.
It liua south ot the mouutatu ranges,
which protect it (rom the extreme cold;
it la fully as m ar a railroad, about oue hundred and
seventy-live miles over u good natural road, and la
well removed from the settlers. Should It be thought
best to roiiso.idato tbe Loa Pinos with the Whit*
lUvor vgency there certainly Would be no difficulty
in supplying them; the White ltivera probably have
not more than four hundred, certainly leas thau five
It 11 no nil, una jour uuiiunuiu o -ay it as acreauy
approximated the number in Ouray's baud as abous
one thousand, making a total of, at inoat, ouo thouswiillive hundred Indiana.

TUX COUNCIL.
Lieutenant MoCauley, In bin valuable account of

tliu same journey, refers to the oounall alludod to la
Mr. blickucy's letter aa follows:.
At the council a full representation of the chief*

ami head men wore present. 1 hey regarded at II rat
with suspicion the document presented for signature,stating that tholauus referred to belonged to
other tribes, and that in thnui they bad no Interest,
evidently fear.ug there was some "catch" In the
matter. The paper first prepared they rejected, and
a aocond one. written by Mr. Meeker, their agent,
was torn up by Jack, one of the head ehieta, lor
which, however, he afterward apologized. After
long, repeated aud lull expuuatloua they algned th«
puper deal rod, wishing several things evidently aud
clearly to lie uuuerstood :.

Fir»t.Objections to the name of Iguacor appearing.lest it might be thought that hlarlaima for supremacywere acknowledged, tribal names only
being used.
Second.Disclaiming against the recent outbreak

iu Middle l'ark aud the r< suiting bloodshed, the Indiansengaged iu which belonged to the b'ncoiupabgreAgency.
Fourth.Their emphatic desire for peace and that

no soldier* should IX' sent there.
As requested, a copy of the following paper waa

taken lor transmission to the comnilaa.oners, aud a

copy sent to lieiicrnl t'ope. coiuinaudtllg l>« pai tiuenl
of tiiu Missouri, aud tleueral Crook, commanding
liepartluunt of the Matte. Its expression ami adoptionwas called forth by the killing (or an ludiau iu
Middle I'aik.aud the murder, in retaliation, of*
selticr there:.

WlilTK Rivkm Ausftt'V, Col., Sept 8, 1879.
To rur i'Bori.s or CouikaImi on Wvoantu:.

Tlx1 principal chief- six) headmen of the L'te nation, I*
council a.embled till- 'lay at W til la River Agency, tend
the followxnr m«»a«e .

That they declare II their intention te centinne on the
most friendly terms with the wlilt«« everywhere, and that
they pretest agatn-l any uarwus making or causiug diMrIt t bet a -en the w hltas ami the 1' t« n at ten.
lloCUbAH. t II PAII.
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